
 

 

RESOLUTION NO.     1 

SYNOPSIS: Temporary Pause And Coordinated Review of Major Energy Infrastructure 2 

INTRODUCED BY: Planning & Zoning Committee 3 

 4 

To the Honorable Board of Supervisors of Columbia County: 5 

 6 

 WHEREAS, Columbia County and its towns and villages are facing significant proposed energy 7 

infrastructure, including the Columbia Wind Project, transmission and interconnection facilities, 8 

substations, battery storage, and related infrastructure; and, 9 

 10 

 WHEREAS, this raises concerns that these projects will create cumulative impacts involving 11 

public health and safety, emergency response, roads, agriculture, property, waterways, natural resources, 12 

land use, and local government services; and,    13 

 14 

WHEREAS, affected towns, cities, and villages and the County have their own lawful permitting, 15 

health and safety, emergency management, road, and other governmental responsibilities, including 16 

requirements consistent with Wis. Stat. § 59.69, 66.0401, 66.1002, and 196.491; Wis. Admin. Code Ch. 17 

PSC 128, and relevant Wisconsin case law.  18 

 19 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that Columbia County is responsible for providing 20 

legally mandated services to residents and also serves and assists residents beyond these legal mandates to 21 

the extent reasonably possible, based on current funding and staff levels. Therefore, the County’s policy is 22 

to negotiate and execute legally enforceable operating agreements with companies constructing wind and 23 

solar projects 100 MW or greater in size that enable accommodation of residents’ needs above and 24 

beyond what is statutorily required of the companies; and 25 

 26 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the County will continue to implement its zoning ordinance 27 

requirements for wind and solar projects under 100 MW to similarly address residents’ needs above and 28 

beyond the requirements of state law. 29 

 30 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that Columbia County is responsible for the health and welfare 31 

of its residents, and Columbia County wishes to ensure that its residents’ health and welfare is taken into 32 

account by the PSC in its review and processing of any wind or solar development project, as well as the 33 

cumulative effects of multiple projects within the County.  34 

 35 

BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED, that the Columbia County Clerk is hereby directed to provide a 36 

copy of this resolution to the Public Service Commission of Wisconsin, the Wisconsin Governor’s Office, 37 

and all members of the Wisconsin State Senate and Assembly who represent any part of Columbia 38 

County.  39 

  40 

Fiscal Note:  None 41 

Fiscal Impact:  None   42 

             43 

       Joel Winograd 44 

              45 

       Tess Carr 46 

              47 

       John Miller, Secretary 48 

              49 

       Andrew Kolberg, Vice Chair 50 

              51 

       Jeffrey Leckwee, Chair 52 
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